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THE COMPTRaLLER OENERA ap? 
O F  T H E  U N I T E m  STATES 
W A S H I N G T O N ,  O . C .  2 0 5 4 8  

FILE: B-210670 DATE: February 17, 1983 

MATTER OF: Thomas 6r Sons I I n c  . 
OIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  n o t  received w i t h i n  o u r  Of f i ce  i n  10  
work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  protester knew or s h o u l d  
have  known of t h e  b a s i s  o f  i ts protest  is 
u n t i m e l y  and  w i l l  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  

Thomas & S o n s ,  I n c .  ( T h o m a s ) ,  protests  award of a 
c o n t r a c t  to  a n o t h e r  b i d d e r  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  for  b i d s  
DTFA14-82-B-AO701, i s s u e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Depa r tmen t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  protest .  

The protest shows on i t s  face t h a t  Thomas r e c e i v e d  
n o t i c e  of t h e  awa'rd o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  and t h e  r e a s o n  for n o t  
a c c e p t i n g  Thomas' b i d  by  l e t t e r  d a t e d  November 23,  1982.  
The p ro tes t  was n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  o u r  O f f i c e  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y  1, 
1983,  more t h a n  2 mon ths  a f t e r  n o t i c e  of t h e  basis o f  i t s  
protest .  Even  though  i t  is  n o t  known when Thomas r e c e i v e d  
t h e  l e t te r  of November 23, i t  is r e a s o n a b l e  to  assume t h a t  
receipt was more t h a n  10  work ing  days ,  b e f o r e  w e  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  protest .  

S e c t i o n  2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( 2 )  of o u r  Bid P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  
C.F.R. S 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( 2 )  (1982), p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a pro tes t  must be 
f i l e d  w i t h i n  1 0  work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b a s i s  for t h e  p r o t e s t  
is known or  s h o u l d  have  b e e n  known. 
n o t  r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  1 0  w o r k i n g  d a y s ,  as r e q u i r e d ,  i t  is 
u n t i m e l y  and  w i l l  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  
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S i n c e  t h e  p ro tes t  was 

Harry R. Van C l e v e  
A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  




